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116 Reviews of Books m.v.h.e. 

History of public school education in Alabama.. By Stephen B. Weeks 
of the bureau of education. [United States bureau of education, 
bulletin, 1915, no. 12, whole no. 637.] (Washington: Government 
printing office, 1915. 209 p. $.20) 
History of public school education in Arkansas. By Stephen B. Weeks 
of the bureau of education. [United States bureau of education 
bulletin, 1912, no. 27, whole no. 500.] (Washington: Government 
printing office, 1912. 131 p. $.20) 
With these monographs on education in the southern states the United 
States bureau of education begins the publication of a new series. The 
commissioner of education states that as a result of the rapid develop- 
ment of education in the southern states the need has been felt for his- 
torical accounts which will deal with the origin and growth of the public 
school system in each commonwealth, the attitude of the people and their 
leaders toward public education, the administration of state, local, and 
federal grants and funds, the methods of public school organization, etc. 
It is planned that the series shall deal principally with the development 
of elementary and secondary school work with only slight reference to the 
history of higher schools, which was fairly well covered by the series cf 
monographs written under the supervision of Mr. Herbert B. Adams, of 
Johns Hopkins university and published some years ago by the bureau 
of education. The task of working up the new histories has been as- 
signed to Mr. Stephen Beauregard Weeks of the bureau of education. 

In nature and scope the books on Alabama and Arkansas are very 
much alike. The author first discusses the composition of the population 
in each state and follows this with a description of antebellum school 
systems, public and private, with some account of the administration of 
the public lands and public funds, state and federal, which were available 
for school use; next he discusses the effects of war and reconstruction 
upon the public schools of each state; and finally, the development and 
organization of the schools of today. 

The author's studies of the populations of Alabama and Arkansas 
lead him to the conclusion that each state has possessed a homogenous 
population drawn from all over the eastern south, with some contri- 
butions from the northern states. This homogeneity of population re- 
sulted in a rather uniform attitude towards public education which the 
author describes as the English attitude, but modified by the influence 
of Princeton university, which sent out so many early educators, and by 
social and economic conditions within the southern states. Before the 
civil war he finds that the public school system developed very slowly — 
more slowly in Arkansas than in Alabama. This was due to the follow- 
ing causes : the sparse population ; the rather general belief that educa- 
tion was for those who could pay and that free education was but a char- 
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ity for the indigent; the tendency for the schools to seek church sup- 
port and control ; and the development of strong private schools conduct- 
ed as a source of income. But nevertheless a public school system 
controlled by state and local authorities did manage to develop in 
Alabama before the civil war and there was a beginning of such a sys- 
tem in Arkansas. Education, while not free, was not costly. Public 
funds were frequently used to subsidize private and denominational in- 
stitutions and the land was filled with pine log colleges with powers of 
granting the highest degree. 

The civil war and its results ruined the private schools, which either 
went out of existence or turned themselves into public schools and asked 
for state aid. Then, too, the problem of educating both races had to be 
settled and during reconstruction the public school field was the battle 
ground of clashing ideals and policies. From the middle of the seven- 
ties to the end of the nineteenth century the history of public school edu- 
cation is a record of slow but sure development. But soon after the 
beginning of the new century there began a much more rapid progress. 
Probably the most remarkable thing about the century of educational 
history of these states is the shiftless administration by state authorities 
of the public school funds obtained from federal land grants, such as the 
"seminary" grants, the "sixteenth section" grants, and in Arkansas, 
the "saline" land grants. It is probable that public education would 
have developed more rapidly without the aid of these large grants. They 
were valuable gifts made to a population which did not know how to use 
them. In this respect the history of Arkansas and Alabama is probably 
paralleled by the history of nearly every other western state. 

To the social historian these monographs will be of considerable value 
for they contain, in easily available form, much information whieh is now 
scattered throughout numberless reports and statute books. 

Walter L. Fleming 

The pioneers of Morgan county. Memoirs of Noah J. Major. Edited 

by Logan Esarey, Ph.D., secretary of the Indiana historical survey, 

Indiana university. [Indiana historical society publications, vol. v, 

no. 5.] (Indianapolis: Indiana historical society, 1915. 516 p. 

$.50) 

Under the above title the Indiana historical society has published the 

memoirs of Noah J. Major, born in 1823 and since 1831 a resident of 

Morgan county. The memoirs were written in the ten years preceeding 

his death in 1908 ; and while some use was apparently made of state and 

county records and publications, most of the work is based on memory. 

Though this necessarily detracts from its value to the scientific historian, 

the book is a most charming one. The style is simple, unpretending, and 



